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Lesbian Humour at the Edmonton Public Library: 
Courtesy of Lindy Pratch 


They Call Me Mad Dog! A Story for Bitter, Lonely People 
(1998) - Lopez, Erika 
The Case of the Not-So-Nice Nurse: A Nancy Clue Mystery 


Aubyfruit Jungle (1988) -- Brown, Rita Mae (1993) - Maney, Mabel 

The Dyke and the Dybbuk (1993) -- Galford, Ellen The Case of the Good-For-Nothing Girlfriend (1994) - 
Fast lide With the Top Down (1996) - Grey, Harper Maney, Mabel 

Valley of the Amazons (1984) -- Koertge, Noretta Nancy Clue and the Hardly Boys in a Ghost in the Closet 


Passing Remarks (1996) ~ Hodgman, Helen (1995) - Maney, Mabel 
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So Long, Gloria by Suzanne 


Letter to the Editor 


12 Dark One 
by Jean Dobbie 


{2 Lover 


by Denise Taylor 


Do you know what drag is? It’s when a man 
wears everything a lesbian won't! 
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This Month 


She scoped the landscape from the school bus window, figuring out which empty 
building she could live in to escape home, but so she could still attend school. 


3S Hats Offto Women Publishers by Bernice 
Rowan Books not only provides a voice for young writers aged thirteen to nineteen, 
but also publishes first time works from women in their 80s. 

© Precinct 55's Maxine Moore by sai 


Over an hour later, I’ve learned that Maxine is a strong, generous woman whose life 
experiences have left her with many stories to tell. 


Britain's First Lesbian Escort Agency 
Courtesy of RainbowNetwork 

Same-sex Couples Launch Marriage 
Challenge 


by Emily Yearwood; courtesy of Canadian Press 


What's Happening 


Groups and Continuing Events 


Calendar of Events 
October 2001 


Ask Dr. Dyke 


For the last year and a half, Womonspace 
has been fortunate to have one of the 
finest graphic designers in Edmonton as a 
volunteer. Gloria Arndt has dedicated 
numerous hours to painstakingly putting 
together womonspace, page after page, 
issue after issue. The October issue will be 
Gloria’s last, as she has decided to resign 
as the womonspace designer for health 
reasons. I wanted everyone to have the 
opportunity to get to know this 
outstanding woman and thank her for her 
amazing contribution to the 
community in Edmonton. 

Gloria grew up on a farm in 
southeast Saskatchewan. Life has never 
come easily to her. An outsider at school, 
she didn’t even know her fellow 
classmates’ names until she was in grade 
three. Her lonely existence was not made 
easier by being the only girl in a family 
with three older brothers. In typical farm 
tradition, she was kept inside after school 
to do hours of housework. She survived 
various forms of abuse at the hands of her 
family. Her father ruled his family with an 
iron fist, or more accurately, a leather 
belt. Starting in grade nine, Gloria always 
kept an ‘emergency bag’ in her school 
locker, so that she’d be ready to run away 
from home at any time. She scoped the 
landscape from the school bus window, 
figuring out which empty building she 
could live in to escape home, but so she 
could still attend school. 

School was a haven for Gloria, a 
quiet place away from her parents’ 
violence and the hours of toiling in the 
kitchen. It’s no surprise that Gloria 
excelled in school and received top 
marks, until high school when her 
debilitating home life finally caught up to 
her. On the verge of suicide for her last 


lesbian 


several years of high school, Gloria is alive 
today 


because of two teachers who 


So Long, G/orig 


by Suzanne 


reached out and took the time to listen to 
her until she was finally able to leave 
home for good. 

After finishing high school in 1984, 
Gloria attended university for two years 
in Saskatoon, and moved to Edmonton in 
1991. She didn’t know she was a lesbian 
until quite recently, although she always 
felt safer with women, and had no male 
friends or boyfriends while growing up. 
She didn’t even hear the word ‘lesbian’ 
until she was at university. 

Shortly after moving to Edmonton, 
Gloria met Christiane at a self-help 
group. The two immediately had a special 
connection, and Gloria took Christiane 
under her wing. Chris was just separating 
from her husband and was raising two 
small boys. After connecting as friends for 
six months, one night after a movie Chris 
leaned in to kiss Gloria on the cheek, as 
French people often do, but instead, 
“accidentally/on purpose” kissed Gloria’s 
neck. It quickly became apparent that 
Chris had strong feelings for Gloria. A 
couple of days later, Gloria ‘innocently’ 
asked Chris to her place to help pack up 
her apartment. Chris spent the night, and 
the next, and Gloria’s apartment was still 
not packed by moving day! Last week, 
they celebrated their eighth anniversary. 

Sadly, in 1989, Gloria was diagnosed 
with Limb-Girdle Muscular Dystrophy. 
At first, her limitations seemed slight and 
quite manageable. The disease has now 
progressed and Gloria has difficulty 
moving, getting up, lifting things and 
climbing stairs. Chris and Gloria operated 
a desktop publishing and translation 
business since 1995, but they were forced 
to shut down this spring due to Gloria’s 
health problems. She suffers with intense 
pain in her arms and horrible headaches 
from computer work, one of the main 


(cont. on p. 7) 
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Hats Off to Women Publishers 


When the call went out for profiling 
some of our community-minded dykes, I 
immediately thought of Debbie 
Culbertson and Heather Marshall (D& 
H) for the many hats they wear in our 
community. 

D&H own two publishing 
companies, Rowan Books and Parsnip 
Press. D&H acquired Rowan Books three 
years ago. Rowan Books’ focus is on 
publishing western Canadian established 
and emerging women writers of poetry, 
non-fiction, material from marginal 
groups and topics that address social 
issues. Rowan Books not only provides a 
voice for young writers aged thirteen to 
nineteen, but also publishes first time 
works from women in their 80s. Look for 
Assault on the Rockies, Reading Between 
the Lines, Persephone’s Sisters and Home 
Truths the next time you’re in your 
favorite feminist independent bookstore, 
such as Orlando Books or Greenwoods 
II. 

One of the biggest challenges D&H 
face in running Rowan Books has been 
funding. The structure of bookstores 
only allows a very narrow profit margin 
for the publisher. As a small independent 
publishing company, they don’t qualify 
for the large grants given to bigger 
presses. The process for issuing grants is 
also very subjective and political in 
nature. With their somewhat 
controversial focus, Rowan Books was 
disappointed to find its funding cut by 
two-thirds this year. As for the future, 
Rowan Books is a labour of love for 
D&H, and they hope to one day pass the 
company on. Their main goal is to ensure 
the survival of Rowan Books and they are 
absolutely committed to their writers. 

D&kH started Parsnip Press and were 
awarded the “Emerging Publishers of the 
Year” award from the Book Publishers 
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| by Bernice 


Association of Alberta in 1999. Parsnip 
Press also has a very selective focus, 
publishing progressive spiritual books, 
children’s titles, poetry, prayers and 
works on racism for youth. By publishing 
these types of titles, D&H hope to 
provide the foundation to create positive 
role models for the future. 

D&H also wear the parenting hat. 
They have two children, Jon (19) who is 
attending the Arts program at the 
University of Alberta, and Rachel (14) 
who is attending Victoria Composite 
High this year, also focusing on the arts. 
D&H live in a rural area and are 
committed to being “out” in the 
community. For the most part, the 
community has accepted them. The 
teachers at the local school were mostly 


(cont. on p. 13) 


- vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


Celebration & 
Empowerment of 
Women’s Sexuality 


Mail order catalogue $5 


Secure on line shopping 


Store open 7 days a week 


Express shipping 


896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 
604.254.2543 
1.888.WYM.WARE 


www.womynsware.com 


Toll Free; 


Precinct 55s Maxine Moore 


I am imposing myself upon Maxine 
Moore, the new owner of Precinct 55. 
Having rescheduled this interview at the 
last minute, I am taking her away from 
preparing for the Saturday night crowd. 
And yet, she offers me coffee before we 
settle down to chat. Over an hour later, 
I’ve learned that Maxine is a strong, 
generous woman whose life experiences 
have left her with many stories to tell. 

Born in Ponoka, Maxine has spent 
several years in the States. She once 
moved across the river from California to 
Arizona, because the Arizonan coffee 
shops allowed smoking. In _ her 
motorhome and Dodge Dually truck, 
Maxine has traveled all over the 
continent. She counts Mexico as her 
favorite place she’s been, and _ she’s 
sponsoring a little girl from South 
America. 

In her travels, she has had some 
interesting ways of making a living. She 
has driven pilot vehicles for large loads on 
the highway, worked as a_ private 
investigator, driven semis coast-to-coast 
and cooked on the oil rigs. She was one of 
the first women driving the LRT in 
Edmonton and was the first female safety 
officer at ETS. When she lived in 
Redwater, she bought houses on spec and 
did the renovations herself. 

Amid all of this, she managed to 
develop several other interests. She has 
some horses, enjoys swimming, dancing, 
cross-country skiing, bowling and 
baseball. She sings and writes poetry, and 
likes cards and golf. And she often can be 
found playing darts at the Kingsway 
Legion. 

Maxine refills my coffee and 
discusses some computer issues with her 
daughter while I round out my 
shorthand. When we resume our 


hy Sal 


conversation, she tells me she came out at 
age fifty. She was married a few times but 
“the wheels kept coming off.” Her story 
of falling in love with a woman for the 
first time is one we all can relate to, no 
matter the details. Right now, she’s single. 
When I asked her Jater in the 
conversation where she pictured herself 
in five years, she replied that she sees 
herself with someone sweet and kind who 
likes her for who she is. That someone 
must have a good sense of humor. 

Three years ago, Maxine suffered a 
stroke, but when she returned to 
Edmonton in June of 2000, it was to help 
with family issues. She officially took 
over Precinct 55 on June 1st, 2001. When 
I asked her what the real name of the bar 
is, she laughed and told me the confusion 
has inspired her to holda contest to pick a 
new name. About the karaoke on Fridays 
and Saturdays, she said it’s only by 
request and the patrons have control over 
it. About the future of the bar, she says it 
would be nice if she could keep it a 
community establishment. 

I’m finished my coffee and Maxine 
needs to get ready for her customers. 
Maxine told me some great stories that 
never made it into my notes, because she 
asked me to keep them off the record. If 
you want to hear them, head down to 
Precinct $5 and get to know her. It’s 
worth the trip. Vv 


HIV Edmonton 
Volunteers wanted, needed and loved! 
Volunteers are needed for short and long 


term appointments. Call Deborah at 


A88=5 7:42... 6% te 24), 
mail@hivedmonton.com or 
www.hivedmonton.com 
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Letter to the Editor 


Praise for Dr. Dyke, 

I just wanted to say how much | 
enjoy Dr. Dyke. She is my favorite part of 
the womonspace magazine. I enjoy the 
whole thing, but the Doc. is the part | 
always try to save till the end (save the 
best for last) but rarely manage to do it. 
This month’s column had me in stitches. 
The quiz was GREAT!!! Keep up the 
good work, Doc. 

Your devoted fan, Kat v 


Roommate Wanted 
3 bedroom condo in Millwoods to 


share with female. $250 a month plus 
half utilities. Call 426-3658. 


(cont. from p. 4) 

reasons she has to give up her 
womonspace duties. Although Gloria is 
sometimes angry and feels grief for the 
things she 1s no longer able to do, she also 
gives thanks that she has Christiane in her 
life, a wonderful woman who accepts 
Gloria for who she is. Gloria is also 
blessed with a wonderful circle of 
supportive friends and takes pleasure in 
the things she is able to contribute to life, 
like her sense of humour. 

With wisdom beyond her years, 
Gloria ponders that everything happens 
for a reason, and there may be a lesson to 
be learned from her disease. As a fiercely 
independent woman who has always had 
trouble asking for assistance, she’s now 
had to learn to lean on others and let them 
care for her. Every day is a struggle for her 
not to attempt to do everything on her 
own like she did for her entire childhood. 
Gloria says of the lessons she’s learning, 
“One of these days, maybe Il get it!” 

Gloria, thank you so much for the 
time, energy, creativity and humour you 
have given to womonspace. It 1s 
appreciated more than you know. v 
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Per song/s 


Womonspace Is getting personal! If you 
are single and looking for romance, or 
just want to meet some new friends, 
consider submitting your personal ad, 
free of charge, to womonspace at 
womonspace@hotmail.com. 


Attractive, single, 45-year young lesbian 
seeks friend and lover who enjoys outdoors, 
jazz, travel, and all the rest of it. | am 
compassionate, responsible, sensual, got 
my own plan, and drive a minivan (sorry). 
You should be 35-50 yrs, adventurous, 
affectionate, responsible, and always 
yourself. Please contact me at 
hobbit1299@yahoo.ca 


37-year old single white female seeks a 
single female aged 34 - 42 for friendship and 
possible long-term relationship. | am caring, 
loyal, honest, and a bit shy, with a good 
sense of humor. | enjoy movies, antique 
woodworking, working out and spending 
quiet times at home with that someone 
special. You should be affectionate, honest, 
loyal, spontaneous, responsible and looking 
for a possible long-term committed 
relationship. Please contact me at 
humpty90@hotmail.com. 


Do you have a best friend that’s been with 
you through thick and thin? Tell us about 


her! Send your submissions up to 500 
words on friendship, by October 15 by 
e-mail to womonspace@hotmail.com, 
by mail to Box 128, Main PO., Edmonton, 
AB, T5J 3K4, or leave a message at 
482-1794. 


Britain's First Lesbian Escort Agency 


Britain’s first escort agency for lesbians is 
to launch in the autumn. One of the 
organisers, who wished to remain 
anonymous, told RainbowNetwork that 
she is hoping Dykegirlz will “establish 
lesbians in a marketplace that has 
ignored our entire community up to 
now” 

There are presently no lesbian-only 
escort agencies in the UK. Media reports 
about companies operating in 
Amsterdam and a column by 
RainbowNetwork’s Miss Lickmore 
encouraged the couple behind Dykegirlz 
to organise their own business. 

The spokeswoman said: “It made us 
realise that we had a viable idea - if we 
were thinking it and the media were 
thinking it, there surely must be others.” 

Lesbians who work at Dykegirlz will 
negotiate their own fees and activities. 
The spokeswoman explained: “It’s 
down to what the escort feels 
comfortable with. I think it is important 
that the women have a sense of 
autonomy in running this enterprise. 
The women are self-employed and earn 
90% of the total billable fee on successful 
completion of an appointment, minus an 
initial £20 booking charge. I think it’s 
rather arrogant to set a generic price on 
someone’s time and personality.” 

Dykegirlz insist that the operation is 
“as legal as any of the other thousand 
heterosexual and gay men’s escort 
services that advertise in the media”. The 
spokeswoman said: “Dykegirlz is my 
baby and I am investing all my spare time 
and cash in getting it off the ground.” She 
said that the company has received a lot 
of positive feedback from women who 
want to use the service, as well as those 
who would like to become escorts. 

Some members of Britain’s lesbian 


community have not been so welcoming. 


that their critics 
misogyny about and accuse us of 
benefiting from women’s financial 
weaknesses. They say that we would be 
benefiting from women who have no 
other options open to them and that we 
would be serving the needs of ugly 
women who cannot pull. I find those 
comments far more insulting than the 
reality of what we’re doing.” 


Courtesy of Rainbow Network 


The spokeswoman explained: “We have 
been called pimps and scum.” She said 


“throw terms like 


[RainbowNetwork is Britain’s 


biggest website serving the lesbian and 
gay community. | v 


If homosexuality is a disease, let's all call in queer 
to work. “Hello, can't work today. Still queer.” 


B & D 


EMPORIUM 


CUSTOM CLOTHING 


FOR MEN AND WOME 


leather, latex, pvc 
gothic punk, etis 
toys, "book ks, mags, 
shoes, wigs, boots, 
pride supplies. 


9652 JASPER AVE. 
EDMONTON 
(780) 428-LTHR 


426 - 8TH AVE. S.E. 


CALGARY 
(403) 265-7789 
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yame-sex Couples Launch Marriage Challenge 


Eight same-sex couples began a long- 
awaited court fight Monday [July 23] they 
hope will change the federal marriage law. 
“It's very exciting,” explained Dawn 
Barbeau who with partner Elizabeth 
Barbeau, became one of the couples to 
constitutionally challenge the law in B.C. 
Supreme Court after they were denied a 
marriage licence. The women were in 
court along with most of the other couples 
and their lawyers, who are expected to 
argue the Marriage Act violates gays’ and 
lesbians’ Charter right to equal treatment 
by denying them official marital status. 
“We're confident the Charter of 
Rights supports what we’re asking for,” 
said Barbeau. “We are less than full citizens 
and I want full citizenship,” added Murray 
Warren, one of the petitioners present in 
court. The federal government maintains 
it is not discriminating against anyone by 


JULIE C. LLoyb 


Barrister & Solicitor 


1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 
Telephone: 497-7755 
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by Emily Yearwood, courtesy of Canadian Press 


denying official marital status to same-sex 
couples, said Judith Bowers, a lawyer 
representing the federal Attorney General. 
“The federal government has come to 
court to defend the historic definition of 
marriage, that being an opposite sex 
institution,” she said. 

It is highly unlikely the issue will be 
put to rest in the trial, expected to last two 
weeks, said Bowers. “It will end up, I’m 
assuming, at the federal level,” she said, 
estimating to could take at least three years 
to bring the case to the Supreme Court of 
Canada. She described the B.C. case as a 
“first foray” into the courts on this issue. 
“There are parallel cases in Toronto and 
Montreal that are dealing with same issues 
that we are today,” she said. 

Same-sex couples have tried to do 
end-runs around the federal Marriage Act. 
Earlier this year, the Metropolitan 
Community Church of Toronto 
performed two same-sex marriages, 
relying on an obscure law that involved 
publishing the banns of marriage without 
applying for a licence. However, the 
Ontario government’s marriage registrar 
refused to recognize the unions. Murray 
Warren and his partner, Peter Cook, said 
they prefer a different route. “Peter and I 
don’t profess to any religion, so we 
wouldn’t want to use that process,” said 
Warren. “I believe there is a fundamental 
problem that needs to be fixed -- we don’t 
want a back-door approach.” 

The B.C. Coalition for Marriage and 
Family, a group representing three 
organizations opposed to same-sex 
unions, has intervener status in the B.C. 
case. “We’re really arguing for the benefit 
that monogamous heterosexual marriage 
provides to society, to children,” said 
Derek Rogusky, research director for 
Focus on the Family, one of the groups in 
the coalition. “If this challenge is 
successful, it is very likely religious leaders 

(Cont. on p. 15) 


Wheels Happening? 


AGAPE Sexual Orientation and Schooling Focus 
Group in the Faculty of Education at the U. of 
A. Thursdays, 5-6 p.m. 4-110C Educ. N., U 
of A. Contact Dr. André Grace, 
andre.grace@ualberta.ca or Kris Wells, 
wellsk@icrossroads.com 

Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 

Badminton League Fridays, 7-9 p.m. and Sundays, 
2-5 p.m. Call Cindy at 459-0549 or Bruce at 
453-1244 after 1 p.m., cwbyteddy@ 
powersurfr.com 

Bisexual Support Group Second Tuesday of the 
month, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE. Call 913-3076. 

Breakfast Club Second Sunday of the month. Call 
Dianne at 433-0374 before 9 p.m. the Friday 
before the breakfast to ensure your 
reservation. 

Circle Dance First Wednesday of the month, 
7:30 p.m. at Southminster Steinhauer 
United Church, 10740 - 19 Ave. Call Ann at 
435-2288. 

Classics Social group for lesbians over 40. First 
Sunday of the month, 2 p.m. at Secrets, 
10249 - 107 St. Call Sharie at 475-1502. 

Curling League Fridays at Ottewell Curling Club. 
No previous experience required. Call Lance 
at 479-0211, ldeeka@hotmail.com 

Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Second 
Tuesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. at Orlando 
Books. Call Bill at 422-6207. 

Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Join as 
a singer or a supporter. Call 479-2038, 
evm@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Equal=Alberta For equal treatment of all 
Albertans. Call 488-3234, equalalberta@ 
hotmail.com 

Free-to-Be Womyn's Volleyball League Mondays, 
7-8:45 p.m. at John D. Bracco School, 3150- 
139 Ave. Cost:$35/year, $3/drop-in. Call 
Pam at 459-9370, p_mcewin@hotmail.com 

Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays, 6-7 p.m. on 
CJSR 88.5 FM. 

GLECE Gay and Lesbian Community Centre for 
drop-in, peer counselling and _ library. 
Monday to Friday, 1:30-5:30 and 
7-10 p.m.; Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. are 
women’s drop-in. 103, 10612 - 124 St. Call 
488-3234, glcce@compusmart.ab.ca 
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Groups and Continuing Events 


ICARE (Interfaith Centre for AIDS/HIV 
Resources & Education). Call Mickey 
Wilson at 448-1768, icare@oanet.com 

LGBT Movie Club GBT movies. Saturday evenings 
once or twice a month at Orlando Books. 
Cost:$2. Call Tricia at 963-2983. 

Lliatris Society Gardening club for LGBT and 
straight people. Call William at 474-7328, 
liatrissociety@hotmail.com 

Making Waves Swim Club Sundays, 8 p.m. and 
Thursdays, 8:30 p.m. at Bonnie Doon Pool, 
and Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m. at Scona Pool. 
Geil Wein gies Zo eae) 7 . 
makingwaves_edm@yahoo.com 

Northern Chaps Leather/fetish club for gay, lesbian 
and straight people. First and third Saturdays 
of the month, 10 p.m. at Buddy’s, 
northernchaps@telusplanet.net 

Northern Titans Ten pin bowling league. 
Saturdays, 4:45 p.m. Call Garry or Dave at 
426-6311, davegarry711@home.com 

Open Door Club Social club for Grant MacEwan 
Community College students and friends, 
opendoorclub@hotmail.com 

OUTreach For LGBT students, staff and faculty at 
the U of A. Tuesdays, 5 p.m., Athabasca Hall, 
Uof Acampus, outreach@ualberta.ca 

PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and friends 
of LGBT. Third Tuesday of the month, 
7:30 p.m. at GLCCE. Call Lynne at 
462-5958, pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Sonic Sisters Women’s music hosted by Cori 
Brewster. Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m. on CJSR 

88.5 EM. 

Sunday Night Coffee Group All-inclusive GLBT/ 
GLBT-friendly group to drink coffee, chat, 
and enjoy each other’s company. Second and 
fourth Sunday of the month, 7 p.m. Jax Bean 
Stop, 11511-104th Ave. When you get there, 
just look for the blue baseball cap; 
gay_edmonton_coffee@yahoo.com, 
www.geocities.com/gay_edmonton_coffee 

Yours, Mine, Ours & Us Support group for LGBT 
parents, co-parents and partners. Call Liz at 
415-5434 or Garry at 426-6311. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 
for LGBT age 25 and under. Saturdays, 
7-9 p.m. at GLCCE, yuyedm@hotmail.com 
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Cglenolar of Events 


$10/advance, $13/door. Tickets at Pride 


Lesbian Breast Cancer Awareness Fundraiser Get 
abreast of the latest information, get a pink dad 
ribbon and a self-exam shower card, and Municipal Election Get out and vote for a 
show your support. Secrets, 10249 - 107 St. gay/lesbian-friendly candidate. Don’t know 
Call Selina at 471-7434 ;? Ask them! 


‘Book Reading Reading wit 


h Quebec writer YUY Writing Qur Stories Find out how to write 
Nicole Brossard, sponsored by the University about a significant event in your coming out. 
of Alberta. Orlando Books, 10123 Whyte For youth age 25 and under. GLCCE, 103, 


Ave. Call 432-7633. 10612 - 124 St. Call 488-3234. 


Women's Coming Out Group For lesbian and  Womonspace Annual General Meeting Have your 
bisexual women wanting to discuss their lives. say about Womonspace! We need to hear 
GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. Call 488-3234 from you! And we need to make quorum! All 
i members are welcome to attend and vote, or 
run for a position on the Board. Members 


Janice Radway Presentation by author and (with card) who attend the A.G.M. get in free 
to the dance! Westmount Hall, 10970 - 127 


St. Call 482-1794. 


academic Janice Radway, author of Feeling 
for Books and Reading the Romance, 
sponsored by the University of Alberta. 
Orlando Books, 10123 Whyte Ave. Call Womonspace Dance Women only. Westmount 
432-7633. Hall, 10970 - 127 St. Cost: $5/members 


(with card), $8/non-members, free for 
YUY Discussion: Being Out At SchoolWork For youth © ™embers who attend the A.G.M. Call 


noe uk ane laiess COT, | Oe 1G) Te Ou es 
St. Call 488-3234 


YUY Halloween Party Bring your ghost stories. For 


o Refi Book (ounce and youth age 25 and under. GLCCE, 103, 10612 
124 St. Call 488-3234 


ap to the Uoor o 
reading with Dionne Brand to celebrate her 
new book. Orlando Books, 10123 Whyte ‘ 
Ave. Call 432-7633. Kat Danser An afternoon of performance, 
discussion and using songwriting as a creative 


Building Gay Culture Dyke-only ¢ i form of expression. She'll be lettin’ it all flow 
HULU UE MELLO, Dylescnh) Gene ac as the gathering and the space would have it. 


Ascendent Books, 105, 10310 - 124 St. Call 
452-5372. 


building gay culture and connections. Dog 
friendly, non-smoking, group size limited to 
8. Cost: $90/working person, $50/student. 
Call Kathy at 470-3835. 


Would you like your organization 


YUY Movie Night: Bent For youth age 25 and or event listed here? 

under. GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. Call Phone 482-1794, or 

488-3234. e-mail womonspace@hotmail.com 
Benefit & Dance for Kairos House Munchies, silent “I can't help looking gay. | put on a dress and people 
auction, games, special guest Bev Crest. say, Who's the dyke inthe dress?” 

Hellenic Hall, 10450 - 116 St. Cost: - Karen Ripley 


womonspace October 2001 11 


Eomonton Churches 


Affirm United A support group for members of 
the United Church of Canada. Call 
Therese at 446-6176. 

Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian and 
bisexual Mennonites and friends. Call 
Heather at 987-4974, or email 
jonrach@msn.com 

Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call 
Bernard at 451-1794 or Joseph at 
481-4218, trainlvr@compusmart.ab.ca 

Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian 
church. Sundays at 7 p.m. at Garneau 
United Place, 11148 - 84 Ave. Call 
474-0753. 

Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering 
monthly for worship, sharing and 
friendship. Individual support, 
resources and a safe space for spiritual 
questions. Call 426-0905, 
lcedmonton@lcna.org 

McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 
sexual orientations. Sundays at 
10:30 a.m. at 10086 McDonald Dr. 
Call 428-1818. 

Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes all 
sexual orientations and is an affirming 
United Church. Sundays at 10 a.m. at 
10740 - 19 Ave. Call the church office at 
435-2028 or Debbie at 987-4974. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and 
services of union. Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m. at 12530 - 110 Ave. Call 
454-8073, uce@compusmart.ab.ca 


Want to dump the weight, feel great, 
and get your life back? I'm doing it with 
Herbalife and so can you. For 
information, call Kim at 450-4975. You 
will be amazed at what Herbalife 
nutritional products can do for you. 


Dork One 
by Jean Dobbie 


Silent 

In position. 

At one with the night. 

Consciously slowing her heart rate 

She raises her weapon, and sets her 
sight on the unknown being’s head. 
She waits with her finger on the trigger, 
In a space in time, 

With body and mind one. 

A Womon in the rarest of situations, 
She waits in the clarity that she is 
fulfilling her destiny. v 


Empowering and healing lesbians 
with Goddess-wisdom workshops, 


consultations, mentoring. Dr. Isis 
Moon, Ph.D. (780) 455-6351. 


Intimate Attitudes 


Meghan Cox 
Independent Consultant 


Evenings of Adventure 
Direct Sales 


(780) 454 8120 
(780) 619 1755 


meghan-cox@intimateattitudes.com 
www.intimateattitudes.com 
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Opening 
for Lunch 


New Hours of Operation: 
iam tl T2am Monday to Friday 
Spm ll 12am Saturday 
Closed on Sundays 


Catering available: 
_ Pick-up or delivery 


49-107 St. 
h. 990-1818 | 


(Cont. from p. 5) 


very supportive. Some issues of prejudice 
from other children surfaced for Rachel, 
however she learned to navigate around 
them with much skill. In fact, Rachel was 
nominated by her fellow students and 
received the “Pride of Greminia” 
leadership and citizen award last year. 
During Jon’s high school days, he served 
on the student council. D&H are proud to 
have children who are very tolerant and 
exhibit great leadership skills. They 
believe living in a non-traditional home 
has provided them with a strong 
foundation necessary for their future. 
D&H have a very strong faith and are 
regular attendees at the Southminster- 
Steinhauer United Church (the only 
affirming United Church in Alberta). They 
are active on the affirming committee that 
will be meeting with the Minister of 
Justice, Dave Hancock, this fall to discuss 
issues of justice for lesbians and gays in 


Alberta. 
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clene he larubye in lebactable tebinbber | 


For the future, D&H will continue to 
write about topics they believe in, such as 
women’s issues and social justice. Besides 
attending to her part-time job as Sunday 
School Curriculum Editor for the United 
Church, Debbie has an article about church 
affirming and faith for gays and lesbians in 
the November issue of Alberta View 
magazine that she is very excited about. 
Debbie was very pleased that the editor 
was willing to take the risk of publishing on 
a controversial subject. Heather has just 
started working part-time for the Alberta 
Writers Guild as the Program Coordinator. 
Heather’s plans for the future include 
pursuing some of her own writing, and 
rumour has it that she is working on a 
lesbian murder mystery. Rowan Books has 
four titles they are launching this fall: two 
books of poetry, one anthology and one 
prairie memotr. Parsnip Press will launch a 
book of covenanting ceremonies for gays 
and lesbians later this fall. Vv 
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eadows/ 
Dial for Flowers 


“Floral luxury you can easily afford” 


< 
2 


Providing: 


@& Fresh-cut bouquets 


@ Exotic floral arrangements 


@ Spring planting services for 
busy people or those with 
health restrictions 


Gift certificates for special 


occgslons 


Call Darcy on Edmonton cell 


(780) 619-3460 


Lover 


by Denise Taylor 


the curl of your hair falling forward 
the planes and angles of your face 
the intensity of your eyes 

the creak and smell and feel 

of that black leather jacket 

you are so tall in your Doc Martens 
tilting down to my lips 

in those fleeting moments 

just before you kiss me 

you are so butch 

it breaks my heart Vv 


Labyrinth Lake Lodge Peaceful, inexpensive 
getaways for couples/small groups. 
Complete privacy on 160 acres lakefront. Hot 
tub. Phone 878-3301 (local call) or 
lablake@compusmart.ab.ca 


u Enjoy Your Vocation... 


Knowing everything is fine 
+ at home 


Sgt ie 


SS AY 


a \ 


97 emee S as 
if X 


borg cccrrsemnsensintigh 


‘ omy pone, 
= E  Dprmcnnd f 
$ : ? 
Ses Sk Meares 


Vilekeep: your 
- pets company 
- plants healthy 
- home spotless 
- yard immaculate 


tirade Mom esi rttnig 


ph#( 780) 405-7180 
info@higherstandard.ca 
www.higherstandard.ca 


HiGher Standard 


ir ey al ie 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-6881 


No doctor’s referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 
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Everyone Welcome 


Tuesday - 10% off all Drinks 
Wednesday - Wings Night 
Thursday - Dance Lessons with Allan 
Friday - Dance & Karoke 
Saturday - Karoke & Dance 
Sunday - Brunch & Jam Session 


S552 - Calgary TralS 
F32-S550 


(cont. from p. 9) 


could face human rights violations if they €, 
chose not to bless same sex relationships,” 
he said. 

The same-sex couples’ legal challenge 
has already faced one major setback. Last 
week, B.C. Attorney General Geoff Plant 
said the new government would cease its 
involvement in the case. The petition was 
originally launched by the former Phone: 482-1794 
provincial NDP government. The case will E-mail: womonspace@hotmail.com 
still go forward because it was combined 
with two other legal challenges by same- 
sex couples and EGALE, a gay and lesbian 
advocacy group. 

“II hae i. most dramatic thing that Quarter page: $25 
happened today was the exit of the (lawyer Half page: $50 
representing) the B.C. Attorney General,” Full page: $100 
said Dawn Barbeau. “It’s more than 
symbolic,” added her partner, Elizabeth. 
“Tt makes a practical difference in the way 
the province is run. “We are also Classified ads (3 lines) 
constituents and [| would” hope my are free for members. 
government would be supporting my legal 
rights.” 


Waomens pace! 


womonspace October 2001 


The Free-to-Be Womyn's Volleyball League 
has begun their second season of play. We 
meet on Mondays from 7 to 8:45 p.m. at 
John D. Bracco School, 3150-139 Avenue. 
The league began on September 24th and 
will continue until April 29th. We have two 


courts this year to accommodate all levels of 
play, so come out and give us a try. The cost 
is $35 for the year, or $3 drop-in fee for those 
who want to check it out. If you have any 
questions, please call Pam at 459-9370 or 
email p_ mcewin@hotmail.com 


Gay Women’s Mountain Biking 
& Hiking Group 
Short and long rides twice a week. Weekend get- 
away in the Rockies, including mountain biking, 
hiking, camping and special events. Women only 
For more information, call Dee at 461-4796 


Jackie Yurko B.Sc. N.D. 


Doctor of Naturopathic Medicine 


6523 - 111 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6H 4R5 


Phone: (780) 430-4553 
Fax: (780) 430-0851 


ad 


‘e 


War rat naan 


Necklaces Pendants 
Bracelets Watches 
Hoodies and Hats 
Antenna Balls 
Rings 


EtG, 


pam@pridecanada.com 
990-8556 


A rconoutn TRAVEL 
EATON CENTRE 
429-2233 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 


YOU WANT 
FOR THE HOLIDAY 


YOU DESERVE ! 


email us at 
corinne@algonquintravel.com 
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Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 


Clinical Social Worker 


Healing work with lesbians 


by a lesbian. 


Sliding scale. 


#203, 10129 - 124 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities. ” 


Dykes and Gay Boys interested in 
Dining, Discussion, ile Dogs and 


OrlANpO 
BOOKS 


Edmonton's lesbian-owned, 
feminist bookstore 
with a fine selection 

of titles for women. 


10123 Whyte Ave. TOE 1Z5 
ADL-1COO 


www.orlandobooks.com 


Dog-friendly space 
Non-smoking 
Group size limited to 8 


Want to increase connections, network and share stories? 


Want to get away by yourself, with your partner and/or dog? 


Want to relax in a beautiful country setting just minutes southwest of West Ed? 


Like hot tubbing, walking, sitting by a campfire, talking, playing music, singing 
and sipping on cool Margaritas? 


Soy 


<a Possible Themes 


1 Upcoming Event 


1 p.m. Saturday to 1 p.m. Sunday 
October 13-14 (dykes only) 


Relationships, being “out”, family and work, sexuality, media/music, 


growing up and coming out. 


Group may also decide to go “theme-less” and just be!! 


~ Cost 


\ $90 / working person } 
$50/ student _ 


Includes 


Accommodation in beautiful country home on 3 acres, completely 
. fenced, with hot tub. 3 hearty, healthy, home-cooked meals. Variety 
of coor and outdoor games (volleyball & badminton). Swimming 
and canoeing at Hasse Lake (weather permitting). Optional tenting. 


Transportation to and from site with pickup at West Ed Mall. 


For more information and to register: 470-3835 


Facilitated by Kathy DaSilva, M.Ed., High School educator for 16 years. 
Musician, cook, Margarita maker of Caribbean heritage. 
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HIV/AIDS 


Stop the Insanity. Take action now! 


Statistics show that 54,000 Canadians are HIV positive and a dozen more a 
day become infected. Stamp out the HIV virus. Let us show you how. We 
have a 10 year-old proven company with the highest quality 
pharmaceutical-grade ingredients and scientifically tested programs for 
improved health and longevity. Our all-natural products are free of side 
effects, proven effective, and affordable. A call today costs nothing. Doing 
nothing could cost you your life. Call today and receive a discount. 


Toll Free: 1-888-895-9989 or 1-866-484-1861 


STOP!! FREE SAMPLES 


* Take an online University course 
* Build a CD-ROM digital business card 
* Build your very own web site 


Strong, cutting-edge technology company looking for 
individuals like yourself interested in building a successful 
home-based Internet business. Give us a try. 


Go to www.bizadigm.net/mor2learn for more information. 
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M3qDr. Dyke i 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 

My new girlfriend is too clingy. I really 
like her, but I think she likes me much more 
right now -- it feels a bit awkward at times. I 
feel like she is smothering me. She’s really 
great, though. ’'m not sure what to do. 


Signed, Hot Pink Wink 
Dear HPW, 
Ahhh... Dr. Dyke knows exactly 


where you are in that relationship! Which 
of the following would be the best answer 
to her saying, “I love you”: a) “I know!” 
b) “Ah, pass the salt, please” or c) “I love 
this episode of Xena too!” The two of you 
are processing the relationship at different 
speeds, but this doesn’t mean doom as a 
couple. Well, unless you answered a, b, orc 
in the multiple choice. The more honest 
you are in a relationship, the better chance 
it has of growing. If you feel she is 
smothering you, have the respect for this 
budding relationship to ask for more time 


apart. She doesn’t know she is smothering | 


you. We all know about the ‘honeymoon’ 
phase of each relationship -- you wake up 
after a couple of months wondering why 
your friends are all cheesed off at you, and 
why your apartment is littered with empty 
pizza boxes. It’s important to cocoon with 
your new honey, but then it’s important to 
dust the crumbs out of the bed, go back to 
work, feed the cat, and become a separate 
person again. Everyone needs to take some 
time for themselves. Do the things that you 
want to do. Light a candle, go for a swim, 
e-mail, quietly appreciate Gabrielle’s abs, 
and so on. In the end, two strong 
individuals make a stronger couple. 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 

lama femme woman with a problem. 
I look like a raving diesel dyke on the 
outside. I seem to be attracting the wrong 
type of women because my outside doesn’t 
match my inside. What should I do? 
Signed, Pink Pachyderm 
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Dear PP, 

Erm, okay, are we still using 
butch/femme designations? Dr. Dyke is 
confused. Does this mean that you are 
attracting other femme women, and that is 
the wrong type? I have many femmey 
friends who are happily with each other. 
People think they’re sisters. They share 
clothes. Does this mean you are trying to 
attract other diesel dykes? Is that the 
wrong type? Did I mention Dr. Dyke is 
confused? Let’s just drop the labels for a 
second. You say your outside doesn’t 
match your inside, so who’s dressing you? 
Your mother? Most people dress the way 
they want to express themselves. If you’re 
crunchy on the outside and soft on the 
inside, that is you, plain and simple. True, 
you’re probably not going to meet the 
‘right’ woman if you walk in to Fly Bar 
with your work boots on, but then, you’re 
probably not going to meet anyone that 
night. Seriously though, whom you are 
attracting probably has more to do with 
how you behave and not the shade of your 
lumberjack coat. v 


Seashell Housekeeping Units 
Down East NS Hospitality by Marie & Nan. 
June 15 - October 15. (902) 224-1563 


HGnJal 
for Lesbiqns 
The Bagel Tree at 10345 Whyte Ave. 
Cafe Mosaics at 10844 Whyte Ave. 
Precinct 5§ at 5552 Calgary Trail S. 
The Roost private club at 10345 - 104 St. 
Secrets Bar & Grill at 10249 - 107 St. 


Urban Grind at 10124 - 124 St. 


om O ON 


Arnvel Genera| Meeting 


Saturday, October 20, 2001 
; 8 p.m. 
Members (with card) who attend the A.6.M. 
get in free to the Dance! 


Dance 


9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Westmount Hall, 10970 - 127 Street 
Women-only and non-smoking. 
To volunteer, call 482-1794. 


Weomons pace Membership Form 


(Conficentiglity Assvrec’) 


Neravy@) 2 E fot ee ee eee 
Address> 2a ia a ees pak ae he ale 

City Ve Postali@ode ees 
Phone ies S Se Femail eee . ee 


12-month membership fee: 

$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 

$15/associate (Friend of Womonspace; newsletter only) 

Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128, Main P.O., Edmonton, 
Alberta, T5J 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


New Member __ |_| Renewal |_| Associate 
| I would like to be a volunteer ‘mmr 
i Total Enclosed: 

Please mail my newsletter to my home 


| I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events 


